Epiphany 2, 2008 [A]: St. Frances, South Fork. January 20,
2008

In the name of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit

Today is the Second Sunday of the Epiphany, tas@eof
the Manifestation of Our Lord, Jesus Christ. Weehaoted that
the wordepiphanycomes from the Greek worghiphanoswhich
means “to show forth” or “to hold up” or as we migay in
modern language: “to display or to exhibit.” Weeubthat this
word not only gives us the theme for this seasdntlalso sets the
task for our life and our ministry as well. Forstis the season in
which we are called “to show or to exhibit” JesasSavior to the
world.

This season more than any other season in theRbwrear
IS more ministry ootheroriented. We recalled that in most
seasons of the Church’s year, we are primarily eored with our
own growth as Christians. But in this seasonfaleas is on
proclaiming our Christ to the World. It is our sea of

evangelism.
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As we begin this season of evangelism, it is irtgrarfor us
to remember the events which surrounded Our Lardis
ministry. For it is in Epiphany that we find arehrember how
Jesus began this ministry — which ultimately enidddis death
upon the cross and His triumph over sin and déatdugh His
Resurrection. In our Gospel lesson for today sttwond day after
John the Baptizer had baptized Jesus, we hearpfohlaim that
Jesus is the Lamb of God.

The Old Testament lesson from the Prophet Isans with
messianic notes and themes and then we find tlaose thhemes
echoed in the Gospel lesson. Next to emphasizeriversal
significance of Our Lords’ Life, Death, and Resuti@n; we have
St. Paul's pronouncement that all are sanctifie@hnist Jesus who
in every placecall on the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Last week we heard St. Matthew’s account of Oudiso
Baptism and today we read St. John’s reaction toLOrd’s
Baptism. It is here He began his new life compyatiedicated to

his ministry. When Jesus came to his cousin, dofiBaptizer, to
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be baptized, John immediately cried out that indeedlesus who
should be baptizing him! But Jesus insists thatgiophecies
must be fulfilled and this begins with His own kdapt. Then as
Jesus comes up out of the water, we hear the gpaathany
proclamation from on high: “Thou art my belovechSwith thee |
am well pleased.” Then all those who were thevetba Spirit of
God descend upon Jesus in the form of a dove rds, giniversal
symbol of peace and love. And thus Jesus begasimistry.

So again this Epiphany, it is important for useamember
our own baptisms as we prepare ourselves for tlaisgelical
season of Epiphany. [Last Sunday, Frank touchea tips great
Epiphany theme as he reminded us that at our Ipaptiee heard
the words:...you are sealed by the Holy Spirit in Baptisndan
marked as Christ's own for ever. Amdn.”

| believe that it is important for us to continmer reflection
on baptism.

Today, we no longer limit baptisms to a particidaason, but

in the past the Church had two great seasons ichwhost



baptisms were conducted: Easter, of course, amdEpghany.
So where might we begin in our reflection on bap#sWhy not
our Prayer Book

As we look at the notes for baptism in frayer Bookon
page 298, we find Baptism clearly defined for udolyy Baptism is
full initiation by water and the Holy Spirit intoh@ist’s Body the
Church. The bond which God establishes in Bapigssm
indissoluble.”

If that isn’t clear enough, then we can turn ®Historical
Documents of the Churcfound in ourPrayer Boolbeginning on
page 864. Specifically, we need to turn to th® &iticle of the
Articles of Religiorfound on page 873 and we here we find: [read
from Prayer BooK]

Then in order to be completely sure of the Chugtbaching
on Baptism, we could also turn to the section optiBen fromThe
Catechisnfound on page 858. But before we do that it might
interesting to reread the notesTme Catechisifound on page

844.



[Read page 844]

“A brief summary of the Church’s teaching” theresiin
back and white. Let's see what this brief sumnudhe Church’s
teaching on Baptism offers us.[Read page 858]

Now let me summarize: Baptism is or involves —

1. Fullinitiation by water and the Holy Spirit intoh@st’s
Body the Church;

2. Aunion with Christ in His Death and Resurrection;

3. Asign of new birth and a new life;

4. The promise of the forgiveness of sin;

5.  Our adoption as children of God,;

6. Our Faith is confirmed,

and

7. Our grace is increased.

Thus, we are clothed and armored by Baptism. ,asre
equipped to go out into the world to proclaim oord.and Savior

Jesus Christ to a world that so desperately needs H



Last October at St. Mark’s, we hadn Evening with
Jonathan Montaldo.” Jonathan was a friend of and is now
considered to be an authority on the works of ThoMarton. In
his talk, Jonathan gave what | think is a brief aady beautiful
Epiphany sermon. He said “If God is love — if Gedelationship
— our life is to search and investigate our wooldind love and
relationships... It is our responsibility to send @lvss into the
world and into our own lives to find this love atiese
relationships that ultimately leads us to a closk&tionship with
God and with each other.”

This | believe is Epiphany in a nutshell — and wehdo we
begin? We begin where Jesus began — at our bap8sim
therefore, | think that it is very appropriate thatwe think about
baptism and its special importance during this@eas$ Epiphany
that we renew our own Baptismal vows.

| would like to close my comments with the senatd he
Renewal of Baptismal Vow#lease turn to page 292 in the Prayer

Book.



