Twenty-Fourth Sunday after Pentecost

October 26, 2008

Lessons: Psalm 1; Leviticus 19:1-2, 15-18; 1 Thessalonians RiatBew 22:34-46
IN THE NAME OF THE FATHER, SON AND HOLY SPIRIT

This morning is the last Sunday in October, which mearnsséare drawing very close
to end of the season of Pentecost. After only fouremaeks we will move into the
season of Advent, and a whole new year will begitnélife of the Church.

Remember, Pentecost is the season of the Churchvireae we take a very serious look
at how we are actually living out our lives as ChristiaPentecost is the time when we
hear lessons that remind us of what our desired pattéung is, and we hold our own
lives up next to the pattern to see how we are doing. midising’s readings offer a
very good opportunity to look at the road we have tragtallering these last few months,
and they also offer us some good reminders for us ofvi®ware to go forward on our
spiritual journeys.

Let's begin with the foundation that is laid down forim$salm 1, which we just read
together. And as we hear these words again, let’s askloes how they compare to the
foundation of our lives. We read:

“Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, *ngaréd in the
way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful!

“Their delight is in the law of the Lord,* and they meditate on hisday and night.”

Does that sound pretty much like us? Does that pretty maflgct how we are choosing
to live our lives each day?

In Leviticus we are reminded that the Israelites werergar great number of directions
that they were expected to follow. And in our firstslen we heard just a few of them.
As you listened to God’s words to Moses, did anything stanéboybu? We heard:

“The Lord spoke to Moses, saying: Speak to all the congregation of the pédgiael

and say to them: You shall be holy, for | the Lord your God am holy. Youwsehall
render an unjust judgment; you shall not be partial to the poor or defer @rétag¢: with
justice you shall judge your neighbor. You shall not go around as a slanderer among
your people...You shall not hate in your heart anyone of your kin; you shalveepour
neighbor, or you will incur guilt yourself. You shall not take vengeanceasrebgrudge
against any of your people, but you shall love your neighbor as yourselftHeabord.”

Several pretty clear directions to Moses on howv® & holy life. How are we doing
with these directions? As we look at how we are livonglives a Christians today, do



any of these instructions stand out? Are any of them graya little challenge for us in
our lives?

In our Gospel today we heard Jesus offer what has leeknawn as the Summary of the
Law. We heard that the Pharisees had gathered arowsl A@sl then that:

“...one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ibeawhich
commandment in the law is the greatest?’ He said to him, “You shathe\erd your
God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.'sTikithe
greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You skiallybur neighbor
as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.”

Think about Jesus’ last words in his respon&m these two commandments hang all the
law and the prophets.” These words summarize what we are being asked to do as we
continue our journey along the road through PentecosinAgday we are given

specific directions as to how we are to live out our livAad again the question comes
up, how are we doing?

Two weeks ago, after being reminded that we are not to judgare not to condemn
and we are to forgive, we wondered if it was possibledhabccasion we might pick and
choose which of the commandments we are going to éseyou thought about that
over the following several days, did anything stand oubarecto mind? And if
something did come to mind, were you, as so frequently happshs, bit tempted to
explain why it was ‘ok’?

For just a moment, let’'s assume that we have bstaming and paying attention to what
has been presented to us as guidelines for living our Iiwdact, imagine that you can
hear God’s voice calling your name and very clearly nelimg you of each of these
guidelines. You acknowledge that you are aware of themtlaaidyou are committed to
keeping them. And so you step out onto the pathway oflifeuiVhat do you think is
going to happen? Well, quite probably a situation or a passgoing to present you an
opportunity, an opportunity to either follow through on yplan to practice what you
know to be right, or an opportunity to pick and choose dretib do things our way or
God’'s way

Today let me offer something that | believe can help wgeasontinue to look at how we
really do live out our lives. Itis a word. It ismall word that if we become conscious
of it just might make a big difference in out livesorically, two different writers
addressed this word this week, one on tHear® the other on the 1@nd the 28. One
writer, British theologian and Bible translator J.Ahillips, wrote:

“When we were at school, we were told that the conjunction ‘but’ad tsintroduce a
contrasting idea. A sentence can go merrily enough, and a ‘but’ conadia,
different idea appears.



Has that ever happened to us? Has that little word fimtacted our desired plans, our
words and actions? When we know very clearly what ave mead and heard, how often
does that little word seem to make it alright to dodpposite? Do we perhaps say
something like*l know what it says, and | know what | am supposed to do, but in this
particular case it's ok to not do it.” Or “l know | should not séyst but...

On Monday of this week the writer in the Forward DayByy offered us additional
food for thought. The lesson that day was from Lukeaaitltesses two instances of how
people respond to the call of Jesus. We read in Luke:

“Jesus said to another man, ‘Follow m&ut the man replied, ‘Lord, first let me go and
bury my father.” Jesus said to him, ‘Let the dead bury their owd,d®ut you go and
proclaim the kingdom of God.’

“Still another said, ‘I will follow you, Lordput first let me go back and say good-by to
my family.” Jesus replied, ‘No one who puts his hand to the plow anddaokss fit for
service in the kingdom of God'The Forward Day By Day author then wrote:

“But’ is a little word that makes a big difference. It's a wosg use when someone asks
us to do something and we want to refuse...(for instance) (‘I'd tolaelp, but | have to
go out that day.”) or(we want to) postpone our involvement (‘I'd love o bel you'll
have to wait till I finish my exams’) or even chicken out altogdthdriove to help, but
you know I’'m no good at organizing’).

“In this Gospel reading, Jesus invites two people to follow himhBedf them says an
outright ‘no’ to Jesus, but both responses have an explicit or implicitittbthem. For
each of those men, there is another priority that takes precedeecébowing Jesus.

“In contrast, consider Jesus. When he knew that the time was dravandondiis death,
Jesus did not say ‘but.” He did not make excuses, he did not seeld&tke cross, he
did not try to postpone that dreaded day. Instead, quietly, without fuss aacdefdhé
set his face to go to Jerusalem’ (Luke 9:51)

“To follow Jesus it is not enough simply to say ‘yes.” Our ‘yegst be an unconditional,
unqualified yes—no ‘buts’ entertained.”

This week let’s each think about our lives. Let’s eaahktiabout the person, the
Christian, that we are called to be. And then, ley2d become very aware of how many
times that the little word “but” tries to lead us ifteing less than our ideal selves. Let’s
see how many times we can say “no” to that little dvinut”.

AMEN



